The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 21 H 16 N 4 O 4 Á-4CH 3 OH, consists of a quarter molecule of tetrakis(1-oxidopyridin-2-yl)methane and one methanol solvent molecule. In the crystal, the pyridine N-oxide derivative is located about a fourfold rotoinversion axis and exhibits S 4 symmetry along the c axis. An intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond is observed between the O atom of the pyridine N-oxide and the OH group of the methanol. An intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO bond is also observed between adjacent pyridine N-oxide rings.
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studied in detail (Katritzky & Lagowski, 1971) . Pyridine N-oxides are the important compounds not only as the precursors of the substituted pyridine derivatives but also as the ligand molecules for the metal complexes (Orchin & Schmidt, 1968; Carlin & De Jongh, 1986) . Recently, the bridging ligands containing more than two pyridine N-oxide groups were explored (Henkelis et al., 2012) . In the course of our investigation of tetrakis(pyridin-2-yl)methane (Matsumoto et al., 2003) , we are interested in the corresponding N-oxides as the bridging ligand and now we report the crystal structure of the title compound ( Table 1 ].
S2. Experimental
To a solution of tetrakis(pyridin-2-yl)methane (100 mg, 0.3 mmol) in acetic acid (4.5 mL) was added 30% aqueous solution of hydrogen peroxide (66 mmol). The mixture was heated to 90 °C for 2.5 hours. After cooling to room temperature, acetone (20 mL) was added. When the mixture was stirred a few minutes, white precipitates appeared.
Collection of the precipitate by filtration gave the title compound (120 mg, 46%) as colourless solid. The single crystals were prepared by slow evaporation of a solution of the title compound in methanol. The obtained single crystals were highly efflorescent and the exposure of the crystal to the air should be avoided.
S3. Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically and allowed to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.95 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for aromatic H atoms, with C-H = 0.98 Å and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H atoms, and with O-H = 0.84 Å and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O) for hydroxyl H atoms. ) is used only for calculating R-factor (gt). 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

